


19 July 1996

From: CAC—06 MlSSlon Commander-
To.”f“ Operatlons Offlcer

e Ty v

Sub]. ‘ CAC- O6‘SAR ASSISTANCE

i*denrcute for“d routine training fllght on thé night of 17 July
1996} ‘Combat Aircrew Six responded to a ) all reporting an

"explosion" off the Long Island ceast. 4
} the crew placed & Navy
offered a581stance to the SAR eftort of TWA Fllght 800.

2. Br¢ef1ng at 1630(L) and after an uneventful prefllght CAC-06
took off on time from NAS Brunswick at 1930(L) ‘for'a routine
training flight. The crew took off without any wing stores, bomb
bay stores, or flares. The aircraft was loaded with a full buoy
load and 47SUS which were stored inside the aircraft in metal
box: After their departure they discovered their Mode C

- {altitude reporting) would be inoperable for the entire mission.
During the transit ESM and IRDS equipment was turned off. The
radar was on’ bu+ ineffective at our transmlttlng altitudes for
dlSt‘HGUlShlng conbacts. The radar was on for weather avoidance
only. R

3. At approx1mate1y 2045{L) the crew was transiting on the 236
Radial from the Hampton NavAid at FL 200 when they overheard an
airliner report to ATC that they just witnessed an explosion in
the air. - Another airliner also reported seeing a descending
"fireball" approkximately 15 miles south of the Hampton NavaAid on
the 236 radial. The crew immediately asked ATC for validation of
the occurrence. Approximate time line is as follows: All times
local. '

2047 The controller respeonded that some sort of airliner -
accident had just occurred. The crew then asked ATC for an IFR
descent with a vector back to the reported explosion and if they
could relay’'to the local Coast Guard that a Navy P-3C Orion is
offering assistance.

2055 After descending IFR to 5000 feet with a vector to the
reported accident the crew then went Due Regard.- ATC relayed
that the Coast Guard is requesting the Orion’s a551stance and for
the crew to contact them on Channel 16. :

2057 The crew was level at 5000 heading towards the Hampton
236 radial at 15 DME at 330 kts ground speed.

2059 The crew was passed 40 39.5N 072 38.4W on Channel 16 and
was quickly at the SAR site at approx1mately 2103. Estlmated
duration from time of disaster to the crew’s arrival is 15 to 20
minutes.

i

]

“ﬂﬂﬁf»r " oo T - e














